growing importance and simplicity of cell and tissue culture.
Although a new chapter on transplantation, in eggs, anterior eye chamber and hamster cheek pouch for example, has been added, this noteworthy laboratory manual still has only 312 pages. Fresh material and new illustrations are also to be found, and the only danger is that the author may be tempted to enlarge subsequent editions, which will be numerous.
By all means let us have more works on special aspects of tissue culture from Dr John Paul: but let him remember that the great and continued merit of successful laboratory handbooks, such as 'Mackie and Macartney' has been the happy combination of brevity and competence. According to the publisher this book is designed for the practising physician, for science and biology teachers in high school and college, for medical students, for technicians and for other interested individuals. In the event the authors seem to have addressed themselves to the reader with medical experience but unfortunately the book cannot really be recommended even to him. Half the book deals with the effects of single exposures to large doses of radiation and only the last fifth of it considers the long-term somatic and genetic effects of irradiation. Besides this serious lack of balance and a number of factual errors, the arrangement and writing are often poor. In a book for the non-specialist, discussion of wholly discredited hypotheses (one is referred to in three separate places) can only confuse, and the frequent grammatical mistakes are sometimes misleading, e.g. 'the interference of mitosis in the orderly renewal of many tissues' (p 75), where what is meant is 'the interference with the mitosis which is normally responsible for the orderly renewal of many tissues'. Cf also 'In all such accidents (exposures to radiation), the physician of course played a prominent role' (p 10).
There is indeed a 'current need for a semitechnical, or non-technical presentation of basic and practical material necessary for an understanding of the effects of ionizing radiation on man', but the present volume has not provided it.
Medical and Dental Aspects of Fluoridation by W A Cannell MRCS LRCP DPH LDS RCS ppvii-t 125 15s Lonidon: H KLeivis & Co Lid 1960
The Fluoridation of the title is that of drinking water and is performed for the prevention of dental caries in persons who drink the water as children. This book is not a study of the value of the procedure as indicated in the well-known investigations and demonstrations: it is rather a broad description of the nature of the whole problem, both in relation to teeth and to all aspects of health. The author has gathered and summarized a mass of relevant information from scattered sources and has thus made it possible for the professional man to obtain with little trouble a considerable measure of understanding of a question upon which his opinion may well be sought. The material is presented without prejudice and with caution. This little book deserves to be widely read.
Calcium Metabolism and the Bone by Paul Fourman MD DSC FRCP pp 325 illustrated 37s 6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications Ltd 1960 For over a decade, the classic monograph of Albright and Reifenstein has been the standard work in the English language on metabolic bone disease. Its authority has been such that even contributions on the subject to multiple author textbooks have tended to be a reflection of Albright's and Reifenstein's views. While the contribution of these American workers to the development of this field will always remain an outstanding one, the need for a more conventional, more systematic and less persuasive textbook has long been felt. Dr Fourman has gone a long way to supplying this need. This is an unpretentious but well balanced and reasonably comprehensive survey of a field which is growing in importance. It reveals a genuine understanding of both physiological and clinical considerations as would be expected from an author with Dr Fourman's record. It cannot be said, nor would Dr Fourman claim, that this work represents a major original contribution to the understanding of calcium metabolism, but it is a reliable and well-written text ideally suited for post graduates and practising clinicians.
